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Part I: Generation One
More Briggs’ Information

Page of Myrtie’s Autoblography and Some Briggs’ History
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One and a half pages of Grandma Amanda Myrtie Crabtree Briggs’ handwritten

biography. Most of the pages were typed.

The Briggs Family

The Briggs family possibly arrived
in Pennsylvania from England,
around 1682.In the 1840s, they
moved to Wabash County, Indiana.

Benjamin Briggs 1784-1863
Benjamin Briggs was born in
Pennsylvania.He migrated to
Ohio, then to Indiana, with his
sister Mary and her husband,
John Moore.Ben married Sarah
Jefferies, who was also born in
Pennsylvania.

Children of Benjamin

and Sarah:

Anna Briggs

Watson Briggs

Catharine Briggs

Jonathan W Briggs

Elizabeth L Briggs

Margaret Jane Briggs

Teressa Briggs

James Thompson Briggs
John S.Briggs

Mary Briggs

Wesley Wilson Briggs

James Thompson Briggs
Irwin's grandfather, James, was
born in Huntingdon County,
Pennsylvania, in October of 1829.
In the early 1840s, James
moved with his parents, Benjamin
and Sarah Briggs to Indiana and
grew up near the city of Wabash.
James Thompson Briggs
married Catharine Elizabeth
Thrush in Wabash County, Indiana,
in 1854.In 1869, James settled
in Vermillion County, Illinois, just
across the state line. Eventually,
he owned 200 acres of prime
lllinois farm land.
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Clint Briggs: His Parents, Siblings, Wife, and Children
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My great grandparents: Clint and Indy.

In 1880, James and Catherine,
their eight sons,and James’
brother, traveled to Nebraska by
covered wagons.They settled
south of the present site of
Ainsworth, before there was any
town or railroad. Each took up
three quarter sections of land.
James built a home and planted
many cottonwood trees to help
control the soil erosion caused
by the winds and dust storms.

At that time the town consisted
of only a few buildings. James
Briggs helped to build the railroad
that now runs through the town

Taw

The Clinton Briggs’Home.

time an agent for wholesale
groceries. He married
Rosa Hughes.

Minnie Belle BRIGGS (1867)
married Louis A.Rodwell who
had a Post Office at one time
and at another time, was station
agent in Ainsworth, Nebraska.
Minnie Belle Rodwell was 90
years old in 1957,and lived in
Scott’s Bluff, Nebraska, after her
husband’s death.

Effie Ann BRIGGS (1869) married
William Davison who was in the
stock business. She died in 1971,
at the age of 102.

and was also county commissioner. James Wilson BRIGGS (1871) was
a farmer and never married. He
lived in Wray, Colorado.

When he turned 50, he sold most
of his cattle and horses, moved to
town and lived from the rent of
income of his land.

Children of James and Catherine:

Alfred Fremont BRIGGS (1856) was
a farmer in lllinois.

Clinton Lane BRIGGS was born
in 1857.You can read more
about my great grandpa Briggs
in Part I, Chapter 2.

Lorrain Alfonso Briggs (1859)
married Lizzie A.Lee and was
a farmer in lllinois.

John Levi BRIGGS (1860) was a
farmer in Chico, California, and
preached some.

Charles Andrew BRIGGS (1862)
was a butcher and at one

r -
/S

Indy Briggs iﬁ the middle with children and grandchildren. Myrtle is on the right.

Leola (Lee) Moses BRIGGS (1872)
lived in California, and was a
butcher in lowa at one time.

Jesse Lang BRIGGS (1875) was a
farmer in Oregon and at one
time was also a butcher in lowa.

Elizabeth Irene BRIGGS (1876) also
known as Lizzie, married Marion
J. Potter, who was first a barber,
and then an undertaker in Long
pine, Nebraska.

Ova Jane BRIGGS (1879) married
Arthur E. Stubbs who was a
rancher and also into real estate
in Ainsworth, Nebraska.

Note: The information on the
children of James and Catherine Briggs’
was given to me by Grandma Myrtie

Crabtree Briggs.—Louise Smith *

'I':rl .4"-.1 ,
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Marium Indianola Clark Briggs
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Letter from Indy Briggs to her son, Irwin.

Irwin Briggs, son John, mother Indy, | love this photo of my great grandma Briggs laughing.
daughter Mary, wife Myrtle.
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Mary Briggs, Her Great Grandma Clark, The Briggs’ Farm
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My Great Great Grandma Charlotte Griffith Clark, mother

Birth announcement of Mary Rosamond Br i§_795 and of Marium Indianola Clark Briggs. From left: Myrtie Briggs,

envelope addressed to her Grandma Indy Briggs. Irwin Briggs, and three brothers. Mildred Briggs on left,
Laura Briggs on right and Mary Briggs sitting on her Great
Grandma’s lap.

It must be at Grandpa Briggs’farm in Ainsworth, The same crew at the Briggs farm on the poor old
Nebraska, when we went out at the time of his death. horse! Assuming the others are Aunt Verna’s, left to
On left horse, Mildred. On right horse, Laura. On the right are: Luverne, Johnnie, Mary, Louise, Laura, Mildred,

wagon: Uncle Lewis, Johnnie (curly top), Mary is one of ~ Phyllis,and Uncle Lewis. (In Briggs Heritage p.37 is a
the tow-heads. | think the other three are Aunt Verna’s picture of those three.)—Mildred Briggs Lufburrow
(Flowerdew): Luverne, the boy, Phyllis the blonde, and

Louise darker hair—Mildred Briggs Lufburrow
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Louise Elizabeth Austin and Her Briggs’ Grandparents
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My Dad'’s announcement when | was born and Grandpa Briggs’ comment. Grandpa Briggs holding the mirror and

me (Louise) in South Dakota.

Grandma and Grandpa Briggs
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g #

Grandma Myrtie Crabtree Briggs, Mary Briggs Austin (my mom) holding my sister
Carol, Arthur L. Austin (my dad) holding me (Louise), Great Grandma Marium Clark L/ 4Aa Linmsn
Briggs, Grandpa Briggs in back. | .
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Letters to Louise from Grandpa Briggs

For L'ﬂ.uj'{';gfrf [ ¥

iy . ol 5 - = I - ‘* f
A - WHHT Wﬂ'ﬁ’-'.b \_.f.l.'ru Lo, f }"PU 1
. |
; WHBo J
wERESEAEL O era AN U Uh cHok 2
e — . A Poem for Louise
L Lozl 5-4‘-"’1'& ﬁ*m&*‘ffﬂ 5{:’."“5‘1"’- by Grandpa Briggs
;{’_:M le ;F’H:.r- ' A‘ g ? A little girl whose name is Louise
};JJ, ﬁf'” Zﬁbﬂt ca  Seeetad Likes to play out under the trees.

i il M But when there is snow

J : E | A And cold north winds blow
R i Er She must stay in the house

;_,j{:p_ W-ﬂf‘: st j_/_,u,_f;g__ So she won't freeze
s sbie e

Never mind, it soon wil be spring

i ,»a.’f;f" SerL M‘-ﬁf ?,L/.c J?&"-":j An.d then she can get out and
ot ' _ S swing;
< i"': Mﬁw MM Ew}% The sunshine and showers

. B Will bring the May flowers

% W WW She can go pick them

o : A TP and hear the birds sing.

Zly M - 7&:_, ?;5:7’ / (Tell daddy not to scrutinize the
[ M { m metre too closely.)
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A Letter from Grandpa Briggs, November 15, 1955

Hmzal Bouth Dakota

Movembar 15 th 1855

Mam Loulse Austin
12A35 Peach Straet
Wyandotts » Wlehigan.
Dear Cranddaughter i

rhat was A real nice letter you wrots to Grand=a and Erandpa . We wara
vary mugh pleased to haar fros you . Ve think that you are getting to be a good
writer and & good spaller and we are glad that you Like schcol sc well., e hope
that you willk write us again wvary sson and £ell us all the news,

%o want to thank you for the nice picture of yourself om the nomy . When
Orandma and Grandpa were your age we both lived on & farm .urg':h:mi a poay of our
gwn . "‘Hn'ﬂl'nL_'ll_:_'ld to ride ble ponv io echool ; and scmatimes he would ride teo
Lown an an arrand ;;r s pApA - BF 2 « Your grandma used to ride her pany too,
Gomttimad she would ride over 1o the nelghbors to viedlt with her girl friends ,
fhe had lotw ‘nf‘ pota . Sometimes ahe would alt on the door step or porch and ot
har bawl of braad and milk and the kitiy and dog would come and beg for a bite ,
Ehe would share her lunch with her pats . Thay had to take turns and wali their
turn for & bite of bread and milk , but they M4 not mind walting for a good bdte,
firandpa Crabires ( Semm Your Orandma's papa) would go out tothe barn and milk the
cow 5 then he would bring a nlee big pall of rich warm milk to the houss . Tour
Grandna was & 1it4le girl then ; and sha and the kitiy amd -dn::uld be walting for

thelr nice drink of frash mile
¥hen your Grandpa was & little boy he had to ride hie pony out to the pasturs
and bring the cows homs to be wilked , Sometimes he had to herd the cows ard kesp them
¢ating grase instoad of geitlog In the [leld of corm , Would yeu 1ike to have a ponyy
Tall T think it is time for me tn close and go %o bed . Grandsa is alresady thar
s geod nlght , fod bless you and kesp you , Give our love 1o mamma , Daddy & Carcl

Tth Tava F o

o 'ﬂl‘l'llldpu Brlgge
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A Letter from Grandpa Briggs, February 29, 1956

Hagal fSouth Takoia
Fab.: 2% tk

1956

Daar Loulige g

Do you know any 1it4ls girlf around Wyandotts named “BetiyLeu”Austis ¥
That L1s & "Cute® name , but mot as pretty as Loulse Elizabeth # Im 1t 7 " Chudkie"
is a "Cute™ name too , but not ms pretty as Charles Arthur , but 1t Ls culeker to
nay 5 len®t 1% 7 Ha, hi, ':::nrm and I could come and aes you while Charles ig
mmall and gute ; But 1t will be somo time before we can gt away .

We wera very pleassd to get your mice letter this moradmg , than there
was ona from your mother this afterncom , so that made two letiers from Mieh., todar,
%e ars glad that baby Charles 14 growing so nicely and that you are all wall again ,
It is A mice werm day today and the snow Ls melting so the dead grass and stubble
is bagloning to pask through ., Te will be glad whan the anow goes away .

™Md you get to ride on yoor sled this winter ; or do you have a slsdf
e have rot had a sleigh ride for a long time . Crandpa used to have a sleigh that
was pulled by horses , We would put sleigh bells on the horses harmess and we would
have "Jingle Ralls® as the horses trotted alomg with the sledgh ., That was lotes of
fun ., ™hen we would take our hand sleds up om & hill and slide down hill om the sled
the wordt thing mabput that was walking back up the hill agaim . We rathsr ice akate,

Last Sunday the roade were blocked wiih smow so that Uncle Ervin =!I
could not get io ons of their churches , mo they cams on here for Sunday Dinner then
stald all might with ue . They went back home Monday o get ready to move , They ex-
macted Lo move into their new hems in Cavour today . They have besn painting and g-rl.-‘
ing it ready for seversl days , Margarst and Collsen will have a bl yard in which
to play when the snew poss mway ,

This is Feb, 20 th . There will not ba another for four years , so I

thought I b write you & Loty « Good might
] ‘lq]'ﬂ'ul Bless you
be agoed girl |, Love to meomes Carsl Joy and all the rest _?“"_‘__.....‘;'_Md'mrw
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A Letter from Grandpa Briggs, July 7, 1956

f i
AL :
Hazel South Daketa -.';I . i T
s
ll\_:"“'""":‘ﬂ
Saturday Tvening

July 7 th 1858
Dear Louise ' ARSCORREETRIN
frand=a and T ars glad that mema finally found and malled your niles
lattars 4o ws o e are glad that you liked wour birthday pressht and T am sure i1
will loak mice in yeur pink badroom whan it s findshed, 9. would 1ike to see 14,
Wa hops that you are all aver the Chicken poz and fealling flns sow,

Those disenses are sart of & nuisanes , but 14 seeme thask mont avery ons sust Bage

them At seme time in their 1ife _ v,y wi11 not have to worry about having it again .
e hava basn having A lot of vary hok weathar but 1% 18 quits cool tonljt
We had a bad storm last night in parts of South Dakota with hurricane winds , raln and
hail and ihat cooled 14 off some . We d1d not get hail hers , but had a M"'
That will halp to make our big gardsn grow . o have swest corn and suskmelons inm
our gArden along with tomatoss , and A lot of other things . Come and we will glve
¥ou sama 15 aat whem they ars ready . Ta hava basn canning befns , poas ote, and
Grandma mAads scme very good jam out of rheubarb and cheérry Jelle . Want a tasts 7
Aunt Laura , Unfls Trvi= ® Girla wore hore over the fourlh of July .
Wo had fried Chicken , new potatoes and string beans out of our garden [or dinnmer .
In the moiming Unels Ervim , Margaret and Grandpa went fishing on Clear Lake near
thomas ., Ta eaught 12 fish, In the evening we went for a drive arcund Lake Kampsaka
near Watertown , and stayed for the firs-wprks at night we had a nice time .
Wish we could ses you folks and littls Charles while he ls sti11 1ittla
but T sm afrald we will mot be abls o come “East” this susmer, Hope you all ksop wall
Temorraw is Sunday and Grandpa better elose this 1attar and got tusy
an his Sormen , T think . S¢ good bye , and God bless you all ., Trite mgaln soon

Lowe to you sll from firamdma and Orandpa Brigge
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A Letter from Grandpa Briggs, January 13, 1957

‘)

L | w 4y N T .T: BT sbkmrmal liFoe
o Mg |:||||[ ar LA0QG 15 ZlErnal W11

] =] 3 i
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Homel , South Dakota

January 13 th
L9 5%

I borrowed some of Crondmals
Letter paper to write you a little letter , Don't you
think it is pretty 7 Vhat kind of bird do you think
this is ? It may be a Parrakeet , He is a Colorful
fellow any way . Maybe you would like to draw and
paint him among the flowers .

p.g Love from Grandma and Grandpa Briggs
D::'r ;;'nu. have any pets 7 Margaret and Colleen have a

vellow kitty . We took care of her while they went
to visit you , The Eitty was naughty , because she
got into Grandma's flowers and broke severel of them,
We were glad when she went home , We had to shut her
up in the basement when we went to bed ab night ,

Good night from Grandpa,
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Letter from Grandpa Typed on the Church Bulletin

Hazal , South Deleta , Jemuoor

Wa Hive Thes meoat humble and hearty Thanks

theet Thow hest erowned the Autuma wiln ail

g and hast permitbed wus onoe WOTE6

o Horves! the Fruils of the earth, Far thoso

[t " T
Thy gills, we Thank Thes O Lord
K _ =i
1 1 E L oyer Pros Thonlkag e

1 11 it WLiTE 3 a kottar Loudn L
Lal = - L | =5 LTI LW 3

r 1 7 - . RO
' o 1] B — rlogy ha 1

FRER Z .

Tou are boooming oudte o nlce letter writer .
¥o, Grendma 444 not breck hor pencil , bat she has lots
of work to 4o to gpet modls , wanh the dishes , keep the
housoclesn and look after Grandpa (hayhn.) besides tihda
sha has merf meotings in the cdnpesh Woaan'a Sociely amd
the children's Litile Teapercmoe Leagusrs . Do you get
‘the paper Cramina subacribed for ioit 7

Mepgaret , Colleen and thedr parents came 16
geo us Iridoy night and went bome Saburdsy alternoon »
Horgeet has a now palr of ico skotes ; bat 4t wma oo’
cold and stormy that ahe did not get to uvae them bere,
Ehe han lepmed to akate on a pond tﬁrq‘:rﬂﬂ?_,'ﬂﬂn?ﬂr'ﬂ'.
end achoal in Oevour , They flooded the grovmd with
tee of a fire=truck ., The Children enjoy it ey much,

They all bove colds @l ocughs, bat nothlng
geriouws T think . Crandes & Grandpe mem both heve had
calds , mnd CGrandpa wma in bed for & wesk with tha "Flu®
ehaosased eprs & pathering in his hesf ; but both are
foaling batter now . Hope you are all wall .

Write us ogodn whin you hove tioe , mod tell us how
thinges are golng at’schocl . Meaybe Crendma will find tdma
te write you later . gye our love to all the cthors.

Love [ron CGrandpa & Grandme Bripgps
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Himself
by A. B. Simpson

Once it was the blessing,
Now it is the Lord:

Once it was the feeling,
Now it is His Word.

Once His gifts I wanted,
Now the Giver own:

Once I sought for healing,
Now Himself alone.

Once ‘twas painful trying,
Now ‘tis perfect trust;

Once a half salvation,

Now the uttermost;

Once ‘twas ceaseless holding,
Now He holds me fast’

Once ‘twas constant drifting,
Now my anchor’s cast.

Once ‘twas busy planning.
Now ‘tis trustful prayer;
Once ‘twas anxious caring,
Now he has the care,

Once ‘twas what I wanted,
Now what Jesus says;

Once ‘twas constant asking,
Now ‘tis ceaseless praise.

Once it was my working,
His it hence shall be;
Once I tried to use Him,
Now He uses me.

Once the power I wanted,
Now the Mighty One;
Once for self I labored,
Now for Him alone.

Once I hoped in Jesus,

Now I know He’s mine;
Once my lamps were dying,
Now they brightly shine;
Once for death I waited,
Now His coming hail;

And my hopes are anchored,
Safe within the vail.

1 found this poem among
Grandma’s papers.

Harry Irwin Briggs Gravesite

Grandpa Briggs’ gravesite in Missouri. His son John is standing by the tree.
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Cards to Louise and Gary from Grandma Myrtie

5 A :
T | ;ﬂ(z'ﬁfﬂﬁﬁ‘f
INANT xi %ﬁ A sfour( Ditth
._-n"'. /ﬁ.‘a * W ook 1 __f'
- h ‘_‘F‘ W | F 2 o .'Ll é-‘

: ; i ' o -:_...*Nl
oA . S P i
- 5L B .--".n,a_,-ﬁ-""“- o M { .
pt(:‘.:é;_ﬁ_&_ Lhreatugd Thos Yoo, ;:?.Afw.'f__
W o afpfrostatl o JOEURR () e % 2z |
{ -

ot pia- Lo s Q;__.S.a-nu Pormmid ;l:#-r
_t-*niaa::i-‘ o Sove Fuom Drean duta . 2 Zeter 2 fcial~ 1




PART I: GENERATION ONE ¢ 217

Grandma’s Birthday Letter (cont’d)
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