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Grandma and Me Introduction

G

randma “Go” Briggs, was our
Austin Family’s affectionate
name for Grandma—Amanda
Myrtie Crabtree Briggs. Myrtie or
Myrtle, as she was called after she
was married, traveled by train and
plane or car. As soon as someone
mentioned going anywhere,
Grandma had her purse and was
ready to go. I think it was in her
Crabtree blood.
After her husband Irwin
Briggs, my grandpa, died in 1958,
Grandma often spent several
months at a time at our home
and shared the bedroom with my
two sisters and myself—four in
one room at times—until I went
off to college. I don’t remember
Grandma ever complaining about
the crowded conditions.
I do remember Grandma
combing her long black hair. Her
hair still had black in it well into
her 80s. Some nights Grandma
would wake up wheezing because
of her asthma. I was afraid she
wasn’t going to get her next
breath, and was always relieved
when the medicine in her
atomizer started working.
Grandma was interested in
healthy eating and was a fan of
Adelle Davis who wrote, Let’s Eat
Right to Stay Fit. I remember
Grandma making bread. It took a
long time for her to knead it and
a long time for it to raise. The
aroma and taste of fresh baked
bread was well worth her trouble,
in my opinion.
The oven, (due to lack of
space), was where we stored our
pans which had metal handles.
One violin lesson day, I forgot the
oven was pre-heating and grabbed

the pan handles. I burned the
palm of my hand and knuckles.
At Grandma suggestion, I put
honey on my hand and wrapped
it in a washcloth. By lesson time,
my hand was ﬁne.
Grandma loved pansies, a
favorite ﬂower of mine.When I
see pansies, I think of Grandma.
Grandma and her three daughters
also loved African violets. Every
time all four Briggs ladies were
at our home, the cousins were
dragged to the African violet
greenhouse, where we impatiently
waited until Grandma, our mom,
and Aunts had seen each plant.
Grandma liked to buy products
that advertised a moneyback
guarantee. One time Grandma,
about 80 years old, sent for a
bottle of Oil of Olay lotion because
the advertisement said it made
women look 10 years younger,
and also offered a money back
guarantee. After a few days of
using the lotion, Grandma did not
think she looked any younger, so
she packaged up the jar and sent it
back. I don’t remember if she got
her money back, but I bet she did.
Grandma knew every hymn
and all the words to all the verses.
Often in the evening, at 8:15, I
think it was, she would go back
to the girls’ bedroom, turn the
radio on, sit on one of the three
beds, and listen to J. Vernon
McGee’s, Through the Bible
series. J. Vernon was my favorite
of the preachers she listened to on
TV or radio.
The ﬁrst summer I came home
from college, I was on my feet all
day, and very frustrated working
at the lunch counter of a 5- and

10-cent-type store. About a week
later, I got a call from a high school
friend offering me a very welcomed
desk job in an ofﬁce situation.
Grandma told me she had been
praying for a new job for me.
While working on Grandma’s
biography, I read that Grandma
also had a job where she had to
stand all day which she didn’t
like—she understood my situation.
Some years Grandma lived in
Oregon near her sister Mary. One
summer in the mid-1970s, I spent
a few weeks with Grandma who
was living in an apartment there.
One of the things I did during
that time was to write down some
family stories Grandma told me
of her growing up, of her parents
and grandparents—the Crabtrees
and the Higginsons.
Almost 30 years later, in the
fall of 2004, I searched for and,
amazingly, found my notes taken
during that visit.
I was and have been fascinated
by these stories, of relatives from
Ireland and from New Brunswick,
that homesteaded in the midwest,
or fought and were wounded in
the Civil War, or had a trading
post in a wild new town in South
Dakota, or that rode spotted
ponies through the Indian sacred
land—with permission. I especially
remember Grandma telling about
the moccasins the Indian lady in
South Dakota made her. Grandma
would never let us talk bad about
the Indians.
I have written down these
stories about Grandma, her
parents and grandparents—
real pioneers of the midwest.
Happy reading.

vi

Table of Contents
Acknowledgements ......................................................................................................................................... iii
Dedication ........................................................................................................................................................iv
Grandma and Me Introduction .......................................................................................................................v
Psalm 91 ........................................................................................................................................................ viii
Part I: Generation One—Amanda Myrtie CRABTREE .............................................................................. 1
Chapter 1
Amanda Myrtie Crabtree, Birth to Marriage, 1891–1919 ......................................................2
Chapter 2
Harry Irwin Briggs, Birth to Marriage, 1891–1919 .............................................................15
Chapter 3
Mr. and Mrs. H. I. Briggs and Family, 1919–1945 ...............................................................22
Chapter 4
Myrtie and Irwin on Their Own, 1945–1958........................................................................42
Chapter 5
The Briggs Children: Laura, Mildred, Mary, John, Robert ..................................................45
Chapter 6
Grandma “Go” Briggs, 1954–1983 .......................................................................................52
Chapter 7
Myrtle and her Adult Children .............................................................................................56
Part II: Generation Two—Myrtie’s Parents
John George Lewis CRABTREE and Ida Emily HIGGINSON .................................................... 59
Chapter 1
John George Lewis Crabtree, Birth to Marriage, 1855–1890 ..............................................60
Chapter 2
Ida Emily Higginson Birth, to Marriage, 1866–1890 ..........................................................63
Chapter 3
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Crabtree and Family ..........................................................................66
Chapter 4
John and Ida Higginson Crabtree’s Children.......................................................................79
Part III: Generation Three—Myrtie’s Grandparents
Richard Arnold Bassett and Rachel CRABTREE;
Edward HIGGINSON and Mary DONALDSON .......................................................................... 95
Chapter 1
(Richard) Arnold Bassett & Rachel Crabtree .......................................................................96
Chapter 2
Children of Arnold and Rachel Crabtree ............................................................................102
Chapter 3
Edward Higginson and Mary Donaldson, Irish Immigrants .............................................105
Chapter 4
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Higginson and Family .....................................................................108
Chapter 5
Children of Edward and Mary Higginson ..........................................................................119
Chapter 6
Edward Higginson in the Civil War by Cal Bivens ............................................................136
Part IV: Generation Four—Myrtie’s Great Grandparents
(Richard) Arnold CRABB/CRABTREE and Mary GIGGEY;
Elijah CRABB/CRABTREE and Priscilla Isabella Sutton SHARP;
Unknown HIGGINSON; John DONALDSON and Mary JOHNSON .......................................... 147
Chapter 1
Richard Arnold Crabb and Mary Giggey ............................................................................148
Chapter 2
Children of Richard and Mary Crabtree .............................................................................150
Chapter 3
Elijah Crabtree and Priscilla Isabella Sutton Sharp ..........................................................152
Chapter 4
Children of Elijah and Priscilla Crabtree ...........................................................................154
Chapter 5
Mystery Soldier; Sgt. Crabtree ...........................................................................................160
Chapter 6
Higginson; John Donaldson and Mary Johnson ................................................................162
Part V: The Move West by Cal Bivens ................................................................................................... 163
Chapter 1
The Crabtrees Go West; The Move from New Brunswick, Canada, to Nebraska ..............164
Chapter 2
New Brunswick, 1835, to Nebraska, 1930 ..........................................................................168
Chapter 3
Dora Dobson’s Letters ........................................................................................................174
Chapter 4
More About Crabtree Relatives & Friends by Cal Bivens ..................................................178

vii

Part VI: Generation Five—Myrtie’s Great Great Grandparents
John CRABB and Elizabeth BASSETT; John GIGGEY; Joseph SHARP and Hannah OGDEN... 181
Chapter 1
John Crabb and Elizabeth Bassett ......................................................................................182
Chapter 2
Children of John and Elizabeth Crabb ...............................................................................185
Chapter 3
John Giggey and his Children; Joseph Sharp, Hannah Ogden, and Family .....................189
Chapter 4
The Loyalists .......................................................................................................................190
Chapter 5
Crabtree Family Timeline by Cal Bivens ............................................................................192
Part VII: Generation Six—Myrtie’s Great Great Great Grandparents and Beyond
Richard CRABB?; Arnold BASSETT and Elizabeth;
Samuel SHARP and Priscilla SUTTON; John OGDEN ............................................................ 195
Chapter 1
The Crabb Name; Information and Comments from Crabb Relatives ..............................196
Chapter 2
The Sharp and Ogden Families ..........................................................................................198
Information Sources .....................................................................................................................................200
Part VIII: Appendix ............................................................................................................................. 201
Ahentafel or Ancestor Record of Amanda Myrtie Crabtree’s Ahnentafel........................................... 202
Part I: Generation One—More Briggs Information ........................................................................ 204
Page of Myrtie’s Autobiography and Some Briggs’ History ..................................................................204
Clint Briggs: His Parents, Siblings, Wife, and Children .......................................................................205
Marium Indianola Clark Briggs .............................................................................................................206
Mary Briggs, Her Great Grandma Clark, The Briggs’ Farm .................................................................207
Louise Austin and her Briggs’ Grandparents ........................................................................................208
Letters to Louise from Grandpa Briggs .................................................................................................209
Cards to Louise and Gary from Grandma Myrtie ..................................................................................216
Part II: Generation Two—More on The John Crabtree Family ........................................................ 218
Church Letter of Dismissal ....................................................................................................................218
John, Ida, and Mary Crabtree .................................................................................................................219
Part III: Generation Three—Crabtree, Higginson, and Shattuck Information ................................. 220
Document of Rachel Crabtree and Daughters.......................................................................................220
Rachel Crabtree’s Homestead Document ..............................................................................................221
Dr. Dodson’s Affadavit: Edward Higginson War Wounds ......................................................................222
George Shattuck: Pension Document ...................................................................................................223
Mary Shattuck Document and Shattuck Photos ...................................................................................224
Shattuck Papers from Isabelle Higginson Reynolds .............................................................................225
George Mitchell Shattuck ......................................................................................................................227
Charley Williams’ Family .......................................................................................................................228
Sermon by D. L. Moody: Good News for Everyone ...............................................................................229
Part IV: Generation Four—More Information ................................................................................ 234
Mary Giggey; Sarah Crabtree Gill; and Elijah Crabtree ........................................................................234
Potato Famine .......................................................................................................................................235
Medical Diseases; Remedies and Treatments by Cal Bivens ........................................................... 236
Some Family War Veterans by Cal Bivens ..................................................................................... 237

viii

Psalm 91
A favorite Psalm of Grandma

He that dwelleth in the secret place
of the most High shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty.

Because thou hast made the LORD,
which is my refuge, even the most
High, thy habitation;

I will say of the LORD, He is my
refuge and my fortress: my God; in
him will I trust.

There shall no evil befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh
thy dwelling.

Surely he shall deliver thee from the
snare of the fowler, and from the
noisome pestilence.

For he shall give his angels
charge over thee, to keep thee in
all thy ways.

He shall cover thee with his feathers,
and under his wings shalt thou
trust: his truth shall be thy shield
and buckler.

They shall bear thee up in their
hands, lest thou dash thy foot
against a stone.

Thou shalt not be afraid for the
terror by night; nor for the arrow
that ﬂieth by day;
Nor for the pestilence that walketh
in darkness; nor for the destruction
that wasteth at noonday.
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and
ten thousand at thy right hand; but
it shall not come nigh thee.
Only with thine eyes shalt thou
behold and see the reward of
the wicked.

Thou shalt tread upon the lion
and adder: the young lion and
the dragon shalt thou trample
under feet.
Because he hath set his love upon
me, therefore will I deliver him: I
will set him on high, because he
hath known my name.
He shall call upon me, and I will
answer him: I will be with him
in trouble; I will deliver him, and
honour him.
With long life will I satisfy him,
and shew him my salvation.

